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Tracking the Atlantis myth
Continued from Page 14

get the valuables out. The only
rose above the pumice. Minoan Crete another myth over

living thing left was pig said Next the center of the island taken by archeology and history.
Dr. McCoy standing in court collapsed into the caldera The

King Minos great palace at

yard between two beautifully pre explosion hurled debris mixed
Knossos where the Greek hero

served buildings about l54eet with giant boulders which dug into
Theseus escaped the labyrinth with

high. lower layers like missiles. In the
string and killed the monster

Gesturing at the homes where final phase accompanied by Minotaur lies bare and excavated.

people had lived and the streets earthquakes and violent thunder With labyrinthine passages great
where they had walked 3620 years

storms the earth vomited out stone bull horns and bull frescoes

ago Dr. McCoy explained what what was left
it is huge the size of several

happened during the eruption. football fields

First earthquakes and fine Tracing the roots of myth The eruption of Santorini once

dusting of soggy pumice drove Was Santorini Atlantis Ab. estimated to have occurred about
residents asSay from the island solutely yes. think it sat right 1500 BC at the height of Minoan
with their bekngings.

there on that big coastal plain
p.ower has been m.oved back to

We know they returned how.
said Dr. McCoy pointing at the 1628 BC on the basis of tree ring

ever becaii se. archaeologists have
northern

part of the caldera once and ice core studies These show

found piles of pumice where land no water according to his the year when the eruption dark
calculations

ened the skies cooled the weather
workers were sweeping the streets

Then someihing else told them
Dr McCoy pointed out that one and Stunted growth around the

Leave and leave fast Dr of the frescoes recovered from world
Akrotiri and restored in Athens Dr McCoy e.xplained why theMcCoy said It must have been
shows naval expedition leaving civilization centered at Santorinithe strong persistent earthquakes

that charactdrize volcano thats
one port and arriving at another may have been the Atlantis re

going to en t. Everything keeps
We have snapshot of it he said ferred to by Plato whose infor
The fresco shows major city mation came originally from theshaking and oes not stop.
there with farmers out in the field

Egyptians. Santorini may haveDuring th first phase of the
and ani.mals in the mountains And

preceded the ascendancy of the..eruption the volcano vent opened
thats what were finding Minoan civilization tradingunder dry land It shot plume of

dry ash and pumice 20 kilometers Archaeological evidence so far power which ruled the eastern

in the air and rained pumice on the indicates Akrotiri was an outlying
Mediterranean until taken over by

town and everywhere else on the city he argued It couldnt have the Mycenean Greeks who laid

island supported itself without larger siege to Troy several hundred

That first fall of pumice filled
center Theres no other way to years later

ancient Akrotiri between five and explain the wealth of Akrotiri It Dr. McCoy summed up theory

25 feet deep in pumice It piled up
doesnt come from subsistence of Dr. Doumas The Cycladeans

he said were greatly influential and their
in the streets and pushed through

farming on small island

power was suddenly gone with the
doors andwiudows filling the in The eruption of Santorini and

eruption. And thats when the
sides of buildings. It caused col. the fall of its civilization raises Minoans became strong.
lapse of roofs but it probably questions about its relation with

Imagination can blame manybuttressed buildings and kept them other events and myths of the same other things that happened in an
fro.m falling down Dr. McCoy period. Scholars and wishful cient times on an eruption ascata
said. thinkers have tried to connect the

clysmic as Santorini.

When the fissure expanded and effects of the huge volcanic ex Remember the Egyptians also

magma encountered sea water the piosion with the fate of the Minoan
changed from

worshipping dark
eruption turned explosive Super civilization. as well as Exodus and ness to light during the Middle
sonic shock waves and flows of the Biblical

plagues in Egypt. kingdom .Dr. McCoy said And
ash swept the island knocki.ng off Most substantial may be the this happened just about when the
the tops .of any buildings that still relation between Santorini and

eruption occurred.


